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INTRODUCTION
Bamboo Society of India (BSI) was formed in a period when for the first time a 
group of pioneers in the country foresaw ‘Bamboo’ in the context of its 
massive economic potential. In 1989, it was formally registered and certified 
under the Karnataka Societies, registration Act (1960). The society’s registered 
headquarters is situated in Bangalore City, Karnataka. BSI was started as a 
small society with only 5 founding members :

• Sri. K. A. Bhoja Shetty, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Retd)
• Sri. A. Krishnaswamy, Chief Conservator of Forests(Retd)
• Late Shri. S.K.VARADA RAJ, IFS (Retd) 
• Late Shri. H. RAJAGOPAL SHETTY, IFS (Retd) 
• Late Sri. ADKOLI, IFS (Retd) 

and 2 members . Today it has grown manifold and has over 1050 members 
living throughout the country and in 6 other nations across the world. 



Mr. Adkoli Narayan Subrao (rtd. IFS) 
was born in Akola-Karnataka and was 
the director of BSI. He single 
handedly was responsible for 
providing a vision to promote holistic 
growth of the bamboo sector in India 
along with the other founding 
members. He was a member of many 
other esteemed organizations like 
Society of Water Development etc. 
and through them was responsible 
for spreading awareness and raising 
key issues of the bamboo sector.



It was with a vision of promoting the holistic growth of bamboo sector in 
India that BSI was formed, by stalwarts like Late Shri. N. S. Adkoli (IFS), Late 
Shri. K. A. Bhoja Shetty (IFS), Late Shri A. Krishnaswamy, and taken forward 
by Dr. D. N. Tiwari (IFS), Shri. A. C Laxman (IFS), Late Shri Hiremath, IFS and 
many such thought leaders of the country. They worked with scientists and 
people from across the world , and conducted and attended numerous 
national and international seminars and conferences on bamboo. They 
also successfully undertook study tours, researches etc to revitalize the 
bamboo sector and take it forward.
Shri. D. N Tiwari (IFS), one of the founding members furthered the 
society’s aspirations by playing the role of the main architect in the 
formation of India’s first Bamboo Mission – NMBA- National Mission for 
Bamboo Applications. It is a government body promoting bamboo and it’s 
applications at the national level and had state chapters. It would be no 
exaggeration to label them as among the fore runners of bamboo 
revolution not just in India but at a global level.

The Vision



OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCIETY
Following their indelible footsteps today, BSI is endeavoring towards tapping the 
unrealized potential of the bamboo sector
• The society encourages and sponsors scientific study and research on bamboo.
• It constantly acquires data and disseminates it, on all aspects pertaining to the 

development of bamboo. 
• BSI organizes conferences, seminars, workshops and exhibitions pertaining to 

bamboo 
• and is constantly involved in organizing training to farmers in the field of 

management, utilization and marketing of bamboos. 
• It serves as consultant to National and International organisations on bamboo 

development.
• Undertakes implementation of  bamboo development projects on behalf of 

public or private bodies
• Most importantly it works as an advocacy group policy development for the 

bamboo sector
• Any other activity for promotion of bamboo



Administrative structure of BSI

Chairman
Executive Director & Treasurer 

National Governing 
Council- 15 
members

1. Vice Chairman

2. Vice Chairman

3. Vice Chairman

4. Vice Chairman

Committee for policy Interpretation & 
Advocacy and Development of 
State Bamboo Chapters.

Committee for Media and Public relations.

Committee for Students Drive, Entrepreneurship
Opportunity and Mentoring.

Committee for Institutional Co-Operation
and training ( National/International).

State Chapters

Telangana -AP

Maharastra

Karnataka

Tripura

Madhya Pradesh

Kerala Chapter
Delhi Chapter



FOUNDER MEMBERS OF BSI
• Sri. K. A. Bhoja Shetty, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Retd)
• Sri. A. Krishnaswamy,Chief Conservator of Forests(Retd)
• Shri.S.K.VARADA RAJ, IFS (Retd) 
• Shri. H. RAJAGOPAL SHETTY, IFS (Retd) 
• Sri. ADKOLI, IFS (Retd) 
• Sri. B. K. C. Rjan
• Shri. S. G. NEGINHAL, IFS (Retd)
• Alva’s Educational Foundation
• NMAM Institute of Technology
• Sahyadri Foundation Sayadri Campus
• Ratnakar Shetty
• Sudeesh Karunakaran
• Sri. V. Ramakrishnan
• M/s. Tata Coffee Limited
• Sri. Neelkanth Dnyaneshwar Aher



The society aims to promote bamboo sector across India through these state chapters, they 
are continuously working towards achieving the objectives of BSI.



Overseas Members

• The Southern California Chapter of The American Bamboo Society
• The American Bamboo Society- Pacific North West Chapter
• Mr Karl Bareis, The International Bamboo Association, International 

Coordinator, California
• The Bamboo Society, EBS Great, The Librar, Royal Botanic Gardens-

Kew, Great Britain
• Mr Abid Latif Mohamed, Forest Research Institute, Malyasia( FRIM)
• Mr Kant Sashi, University of Toranto
• Pacific North West Bamboo, USA
• International Development Research Center (IDRC), Singapore
• Bamboo Informatie Centrum , Netherland
• Coastarican Institute of Technology, Cartago- Costa Rica
• And many more



Few of the Recent Programs by BSI

• International bamboo conclave 2014
• Bamboo Cultural Fest 2016
• World Bamboo Day 2017
• World Bamboo Day 2018



Activities



Study tour undertaken to study the scope of commercial investments in raising bamboo 
plantations in Karnataka from 28th to 30th march, 2011

(L to R) Mr. U.T. Alva, Mr. N.S. Adkoli, Mr. Sujit Das, Mr. K.Kurian, Mr. R.K. Mehta, Mr. Antonio 
Levissianos, Dr. Syam Viswanath



International Bamboo Conclave 2014





World Bamboo Day 2014



Bamboo Cultural Fest’16



Bamboo Cultural Fest Inaugration’16







World Bamboo Day 2017



World Bamboo Day’17



World Bamboo Day 2018







State Chapters



AP and Telangana Chapter



World Bamboo Day’18 Planting of Bamboo

Lectures and Discussions regarding the future of 
Bamboo construction







BSI Maharashtra Chapter







Site Visit’18



BSI Maharashtra Chapter Conference ‘17



VNIT Symposium’18

STUDENT’S TRAINING - 2018



FARMER’S TRAINING-2018



HIGHLIGHTS

• Representation of BSI in 27 districts of 
Maharastra out of 35 districts

• 225 members within 2 years of establishment
• Training program for students of architecture, 

Interior design are proposed within next 6 
months

• Farmer gathering for awareness of bamboo 
cultivation are proposed within next 4 months 
before plantation season.



Karnataka Chapter





Krishi Mela 2018





Participation in Lake Rejuvenation



Tripura Chapter







The Green Technology Club-BSI



Publications





Stalwarts of BSI
• Late Dr Adkoli

• Dr D N Tiwari- Utthan foundation, World Bamboo Pioneer

• A C Laxman- called the Bamboo Man 

• Indian Plywood Industrial Research and Training Institute, Bangalore 

• Indian Wood Science Institute, Bangalore,

• Pointec ltd

• Dr N Bharathi

• Ar Neelam Manjunath- CGBMT, Manasaram Architects

• Ar Sunil Joshi- Vedha Foundation

• R K Mehta- Bamboo Enterpreneur

• Sanjeev Karpe -Native Konback

• Dr Ajoy Bhattacharya - Green Highways Authority

• Shri Subhash Bhatia

• Shri Sagar Mutha- Mutha Industries

• Prof Nirmala Chotham

• Prof Madho Bist

• Dr Syam Vishwanath- Dir KFRI

• ITC 

• And many more



• All in all BSI has representatives in almost all 
the sectors of development of Bamboo ! It has 
been silently connecting the dots for 30 years 
for a holistic development of bamboo sector 
pan India. 



The Road Ahead
Today, Bamboo Society of India is fast a growing organisation and 
consists of students, artisans, activists, NGOs, growers, 
farmers, entrepreneurs, enterprises, artisan federations, 
researchers, botanists, nursery and plantation owners, architects, 
product designers, engineers, MSME's, technocrats, teachers, 
doctorates, master craftsmen, women, trainers, professors, 
professionals, design institutions, enthusiasts, bamboo lovers etc.

Every year BSI celebrates World Bamboo Day with great 
enthusiasm and involvement. It is through these events that BSI is 
striving to spread and reach out to larger groups of people and 
investors about the understated potential of bamboo in a country 
like ours where everyday economic development and possibilities 
are being looked out for.


